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Whistlestop Shops
Micro-Retailing Concept

Eleven Shops built with more
In the works

Waiting list of over 30
sinesses

Ribbon Cutting 4/8/17

Shops offer custom apparel,
gifts, coffee, ice cream,
unique jewelry, hand-made
quilts and crochet items




Whistlestop Shops

The term “Micro Retailing” describes how some businesses are
moving from giant superstores to smaller, demographically
targeted stores focusing on a small selection of popular products.
er, it also refers to small, independent, family owned
businesses. Attracting “Micro Retailers” to downtown Auburn is the
ocus of the Whistestop Shops Design. The City believes this micro-

retailing concept can serve as an incubator to some of Auburn’s
300 plus home based businesses.




Whistlestop Shops

The first phase of Whistlestop Shops was completed in the Fall of 2016
and situated across the street from Auburn’s iconic and newly
renovated Caboose. Connecting all of the new amenities will be

pedestrian friendly streetscape improvements and walking paths.

The program is administered by our Downtown Development
uthority. The DDA received over 30 applications for shops and

selected unique businesses that provided the best mixture to fit our
community.

The total cost of the nine (9) Whistlestop Shop development has been
$340K. Each Shop measures 8'x12’ (96 Square Feet). This investment

Includes shop design, sighage, water, sewer, power, Wi-Fi, HVAC,
and landscaping.



Whistlestop Shops

Our project provides a storefront for our homebased businesses to sell
their products and provides our community a destination to enjoy a
pedestrian friendly shopping experience, as well as, connectivity to
other amenities found in our downtown area. These amenities

Include, The Museum, Community Garden, Library, Children’s Park,
d the Auburn Bike Plaza.

We have received an overwhelmingly positive response from the
public. Initially, no one knew what the small structures were going to
be and speculation ranged from restrooms to public housing. Once
we had a soft opening of the retall spaces at our “Sounding off the
Season” Christmas event the word spread that this development was
unlike anything in North Georgia.
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Whistlestop Shops

ALEX W. MITCHEM
Community Development Director
City of Auburn
770-963-4002 ext 202
communitydevelopment@cityofauburn-ga.org
www.cityofauburn-ga.org
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