Capitol Ideas

Georgia Cities Week also gives city leaders the opportunity to show state
legislators what’s going on in their hometowns. Here are some activities
specifically designed for legislators that you may want to incorporate into your
Georgia Cities Week events:

City Tours

Take your senator and representatives on a tour of your city. Show them how
grant funds have been used and progress the city has made; point out how your
city addresses issues such as annexation, police and fire services,
redevelopment and infrastructure improvements. While you will want to focus on
the positive, don’t be afraid to also indicate where your city needs the state’s
assistance. If there is more than one city in your county, you may want to team
up to take your legislators on a tour of all the cities — make sure you coordinate in
preparing an agenda so you don’t duplicate efforts! Also, you should invite
someone from GMA’s Governmental Relations Staff to accompany the tour.

Legislative Appreciation Luncheon/Dinner

Host a lunch or dinner as a “thank you” to your legislative delegation. Point out
some of the ways in which the state and local governments have partnered
together to improve the community (through streetscapes, GEFA loans, DCA
grants and loans, etc). Thank the legislators for any specific piece of legislation
that they have sponsored or supported that has helped your city or cities in
general. GMA Governmental Relations staff can give you some ideas for this if
needed.

Special Invitations

Send special invitations to your state leaders to include them in your other
Georgia Cities Week events as well. If you are honoring city employees or
community volunteers, your legislators may also want to be present to express
their congratulations as well. Invite them, too, to facility tours, equipment
displays, open houses or any other event that will help them understand better
how cities operate and the many services cities provide. Be sure to include
GMA as well!l GMA’s Government Relations staff can be available to attend
events with city officials and legislators.



