FACTS ABOUT GEORGIA'’S CITIES

Total Number of Georgia’s Cities: 538

Total number of Georgians living in cities: 3,914,361 (40.41% of Georgia’s

population)

Georgia’s First City: Savannah, 1789
Georgia’s Newest Cities: Stonecrest and South Fulton (2017)

Georgia’s 16 Largest Cities (by Population)

City Population City Population
Atlanta 448,841 Johns Creek 82,788
Columbus 202,824 Albany 76,185
Augusta 197,350 Warner Robins 72,531
Savannah 142,772 Alpharetta 62,298
Athens-Clarke County 119,980 Marietta 59,089
Macon-Bibb County 103,888 Valdosta 56,481
Sandy Springs 99,770 Smyrna 53,438
Roswell 94,034 Brookhaven 50,603

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 Census

Georgia’s Smallest City: Edgehill, population: 25

Average population of Georgia’s cities: 7,440
57% of Commercial property is in cities

46% of Industrial property is in cities
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64% of jobs are in cities

Services Provided by Cities

An active municipality in Georgia must provide at least three of the following
services, either directly or by contract:

Law enforcement;

Fire protection and fire safety;

Road and street construction or maintenance;
Solid waste management;

Water supply or distribution or both;
Wastewater treatment;

The majority of Georgia cities have a population of less than 5,000 people.




e Stormwater collection and disposal;

e Electric or gas utility services;

e Enforcement of building, housing, plumbing, and electrical codes and other
similar codes;

¢ Planning and zoning; and
e Recreational facilities.

Forms of Government:

Mayor-Council:

“Weak” Mayor — Administrators, appointed by the council, operate largely
beyond the control of the mayor. Weak mayor typically has no veto power over
the city council’s action and has little authority, if any, to develop the city budget.

“Strong” Mayor — Mayor appoints department heads, develops the city
budget and veto acts of the council.

Commission:

Council members serve as “heads” of city departments, such as Fire
Department, Police Department, Sewer and Water, etc. No pure forms of this
structure exist in Georgia, but several cities have Commissioners as opposed to
Council members.

Council-Manager:

City Council serves the primary policy-making role, but day-to-day
operations are handled by a professional manager who often has the authority to
appoint or remove department heads, prepare the budget and report to the
council instead of the mayor.

Elections:

Municipal elections are generally held in odd years, unless a city has opted to
hold elections in even years. By state law, city officials serve 4-year terms,
unless they have opted to serve 2-year terms. To opt out of either requirement, a
city would have had to get local legislation passed through the General
Assembly.



